
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, JUNE 8, 2026 
 

  

 The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 

Alabama, on Monday, June 29, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 

followed by the invocation by Commissioner Drury. 

 

 Chairman Judge Jere Colley declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the 

following members recorded as being present: Commissioners Doug Cannon, Ross Morris, 

Jeff Drury, Tony Langley, and Richard LaGrand. 

 

 Lance Farrar spoke regarding public records requests. 

  

 John “Red” Millander discussed the Beulah VFD polling place location change. 

 

 Susan Prainito discussed recent large-scale animal hoarding cases in the county. 

 

 Kelsey Farrar spoke on Commission representation. 

 

 Carlos Branham discussed concerns with Mallard Creek subdivision. 

 

 Judge Colley recognized the elected officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones. News media 

in attendance included: Hannah Goldfinger with the Opelika Observer and Gator Kincaid with 

Gator Media. 

 

 James Hardin presented an update on the MOU in place regarding renovations at the Lee 

County Public Health Department Building. See attachment. 

 

 Kevin Robinson, VP of Institutional Compliance & Security for Auburn University, 

thanked the Commission and EMA for their support of several recent events held at Auburn. See 

attachment. 

 

 Judge Colley presented a proclamation by the Daughters of the American Revolution 

honoring America's 250th anniversary. See attachment. 

 

 Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included: listings of claims to be ratified, procurement card transactions listing, and a copy of the 

minutes from June 8, 2026. In addition, an announcement of three openings on the East Alabama 

Health Care Authority Board and the first reading of two openings on the E-911 Communications 

District Board was held. Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Drury, to approve the consent agenda. The motion carried unanimously. See attachment. 

 

 Judge Colley presented the second reading and appointment of Blake Green to the E-911 

Communications District Board. Commissioner Drury made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Morris to approve the appointment. The motion carried unanimously. See 

attachment. 



MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, JUNE 8, 2026 
 

 Sheriff Jones presented an application for a 040 Retail Beer (On or Off Premises) and a 060 

Retail Table Wine (On or Off Premises) ABC license for Spanky's Stack House located in 

District 5. Sheriff Jones stated there were no objections to the license. Commissioner LaGrand 

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Langley, to approve the license request. The motion 

carried unanimously. See attachment 

 

 Judge Colley presented a polling place location change request due to various issues with 

the existing location. Commissioner Langley made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris, 

to approve the polling place location change. The motion carried unanimously. See attachment. 

 

 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a request to approve the Bridge Investment 

Program Grant Application. The application, if approved, would be used to replace the bridge over 

Webb Branch on Lee Road 072. The estimated cost of the bridge replacement is $750,000 with a 

local match of 25% ($187,500). Commissioner Cannon made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Drury to approve the application. The motion carried unanimously. See attachment.  

 

 Mr. Hardee presented for approval the final plat for Division of 10.08 acres on Lee Road 

199 in District 3. The subdivision, which creates 3 lots, meets the minimum requirements of the 

Lee County Subdivision Regulations. Mr. Carlos Branham questioned if the letters sent to adjacent 

property owners were sent certified, with Mr. Hardee stating he would need to verify that 

information. There being no additional questions, Commissioner Drury made a motion, seconded 

by Commissioner Langley to approve the final plat. The motion passed on a vote of 4-1 with 

Commissioner LaGrand voting against. See attachment.  

 

 EMA Director Rita Smith presented for approval the Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution. 

Commissioner LaGrand made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Morris, to approve the 

resolution. The motion carried unanimously. See attachment.  

 

 At approximately 5:36 p.m., Commissioner Morris made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner LaGrand, to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously. 
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Daughters of the American Revolution 
America 250! Proclamation 

WHEREAS; On July 4, 2026, our nation will commemorate the Semiquincentennial anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence; and

WHEREAS; The journey toward this historic milestone is an opportunity to reflect on our nation’s past, 
honor the contributions of all Americans, and look ahead to the future generations who will carry forward 
the ideals of democracy and individual liberty that make the United States a unique nation in the world 
community; and

WHEREAS; The great state of Alabama played a role in the American Revolution with the Battle of Fort 
Charlotte (also known as the Siege of Mobile) in 1780 that saw Spanish forces successfully seize the fort 
from the British; and

WHEREAS; The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) is a 
non-political women’s service organization, established in 1890, whose members are lineally descended 
from Patriots of the American Revolution; and

WHEREAS; Through the President General’s leadership, over the next three years, all Daughters 
will “Illuminate Our Legacy” through commemorating the 250th anniversary of the United States of 
America with intention and purpose by reflecting on the values of liberty, democracy, and the sacrifices 
made by those who came before us; and

WHEREAS; From the 250th anniversary of the Boston Tea Party in 2023 until the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Treaty of Paris in 2033, Daughters are celebrating our nation’s rich history and diversity of 
experience by honoring all men and women who achieved American independence. These Patriots, 
believing in the noble cause of liberty fought valiantly to establish a new nation; and 

NOW THEREFORE, WE, THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, by virtue of the authority vested in us as 
the Probate Judge and Commissioners of Lee County, Alabama, do hereby commend this commendation 
to all our county residents. IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we hereunto set our hands and caused the SEAL of 
Lee County, Alabama, to be offered on this the twenty-ninth day of June 2026.

______________________________ _____________________________

Commission District 1      Commission District 4

______________________________ _____________________________

Commission District 2      Commission District 5

______________________________ _____________________________

Commission District 3      Chair, Lee County Commission









































BOARD VACANCIES

TERM BOARD TERM EXPIRE
6-yr term Three Openings East Alabama Health Care Authority Board 9/30/2032



FIRST READING 

TERM BOARD TERM EXPIRE
4-yr term Communications District (E-911) Jay Jones 7/25/2030

Austin Bayles 7/25/2030









Lee County Commission 
Board Appointment 

Citizens Interest Form 

Date:        _______________ 

Name:      ___________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ________________________      E-mail: _______________________ 

Are you a Lee County Resident:                   __________ YES __________ NO 

Are you a Registered Voter in Lee County:  __________ YES __________ NO  

Name of Board you have an interest to serve on: ________________________________ 

What past experience and/or abilities do you possess that you feel would benefit the 
board you wish to serve on: 

Additional comments you would like the Commission to consider for appointment: 

Signature: ________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Thank you very much for your interest in serving the citizens of Lee County. 
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LEE COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

C. Justin Hardee, P.E.
County Engineer

Patrick L. Harvill, P.E.
Assistant County Engineer

P.O. Box 1007
Opelika, AL 36803-1007

Debra H. Brooks 
Highway Administrator

Billy W. Yarbrough
Highway Superintendent

(334 ) 737-7011
1-855-212-8026

MEMORANDUM:

TO: Lee County Commission

FROM: Justin Hardee, County Engineer

DATE: June 29, 2026

SUBJECT: Bridge Investment Program Grant Application - Justin Hardee

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act appropriated $2.487 billion in federal funds to be awarded by the 
US DOT for the FY 2023 Bridge Grant Program. In June of 2023, Lee County, along with 17 other counties in 
Alabama, entered into a joint application for a Planning Grant to ensure we are submitting feasible projects. 
That grant was awarded and we have worked with the consultant for that grant in preparing a joint application 
for this year’s Notice of Funding Opportunity for a Bridge Investment Program Grant to replace our bridge 
over Webb Branch on Lee Road 072 (Farmville Road), just west of the Lee Road 188 intersection. 
The estimated project cost for this bridge replacement is $750,000.00. The local match for the Bridge 
Investment Grant, if awarded, will be 25% ($187,500.00).
The Highway Department will be presenting a resolution to commit to the local match at the commission 
meeting June 29, 2026, and request the Commission to authorize the Chairman to execute the enclosed 
resolution.
Enclosed: Resolution

Requested Action



LEE COUNTY COMMISSION RESOLUTION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE JOINT 
APPLICATION FOR THE BRIDGE INVESTMENT PROGRAM GRANT FUNDING 

OPPORTUNITY 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission, Alabama 
bridge conditions and the safety, efficiency, and reliability of the movement of people and freight 
over bridges; and 

WHEREAS, the County desires to improve the condition of bridges it maintains through 
replacement, rehabilitation, preservation, or protection using potential funding available through 
the Federal Bridge Investment Program; and 

WHEREAS, Title VIII of Division J of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), Public 
Law 117-58, appropriated $9,454,400,000 from the General Fund for Highway Infrastructure 
Programs (HIP) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 through FY 2026; and 

WHEREAS, on May 14, 2026, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued 
Amendment No. 2 to the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), originally posted on 
December 20, 2023, for Fiscal Years 2023 through 2026 Bridge Project Grant Applications and 
Fiscal Years 2023 through 2026 Planning Project Grant Applications under the Bridge 
Investment Program; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of seeking a Bridge Investment Program Grant is to replace the 57-foot 
bridge over Webb Branch on Lee Road 72, BIN 009390, Structure No. 70X; and 

WHEREAS, the County desires to participate in a joint application with Blount, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Cleburne, Elmore, Jackson, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lee, Madison, 
Marion, Perry, Pike, 
the Bridge Investment Program; and 

WHEREAS, the County understands and agrees to the following: 

1. The Partnership shall designate Lauderdale County as the Lead Applicant, serving as the 
primary point of contact for the grant application and as the administrator of the grant and any 
resulting grant funds. 

2. Lauderdale County shall be authorized, on behalf of the County, to seek and acquire 
administrative services to assist with the project as authorized in the Bridge Investment Grant 
Program. 

$750,000. 

4. The County understands this is a reimbursable grant requiring a 25 percent local match. The 
County shall pay contractor invoices and seek reimbursement through the Lead Applicant. 



5. The County shall be responsible for one hundred percent (100%) of any cost overruns 
associated with the construction of its project. 

6. The County shall be responsible for preparing the plans and specifications for the project. The 
County will let the project locally and administer the project. 

7. The County may retain engineering consulting services to assist with the project. 

8. The County understands the project must comply with all applicable federal requirements and 
shall ensure all required documentation is complete prior to requesting reimbursement through 
the Lead Applicant. 

 

10. The County understands that reimbursement from the FHWA may take several months after 
invoices are submitted through the Lead Applicant. 

participating counties in the joint application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, 
ALABAMA that it agrees to all terms and conditions of the Partnership with Blount, Calhoun, 
Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Cleburne, Elmore Jackson, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lee, Madison, 
Marion, Perry, Pike, Shelby, and Sumter Counties as set forth herein and desires to participate in 
the joint application for a Bridge Investment Program Grant. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Lead 
Applicant prior to July 31, 2026. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lee County Commission, Alabama has caused this Resolution to 
be executed in its name and on its behalf by its Chairman on this 29th day of June, 2026. 

 

_________________________________ 
Jere Colley 
Chairman, Lee County Commission 
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A Resolution of the Lee County Commission adopting the 2025-2030 Division D
(East Alabama Regional) Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

WHEREAS the Lee County Commission recognizes the threat that natural hazards pose to people and 
property within Lee County; and  

WHEREAS the Lee County  Commission has prepared a multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan, hereby 
known as the 2025-2030 Division D (East Alabama Regional) Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan on 
May 12, 2026 in accordance with federal laws, including the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act, as amended; the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended; and the 
National Dam Safety Program Act, as amended; and 

WHEREAS the 2025-2030 Division D (East Alabama Regional) Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan of 
May 12, 2026, identifies mitigation goals and actions to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and 
property in Lee County from the impacts of future hazards and disasters; and  

WHEREAS adoption by the Lee County Commission demonstrates its commitment to hazard mitigation 
and achieving the goals outlined in the 2025-2030 Division D (East Alabama Regional) Multi-Jurisdictional 
Hazard Mitigation Plan.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE ITRESOLVED BY the Lee County Commission of Alabama, THAT:  
Lee County Commission adopts the 2025-2030 Division D (East Alabama Regional) Multi-Jurisdictional 
Hazard Mitigation Plan on June 29th, 2026. While content related to Lee County Commission may require 
revisions to meet the plan approval requirements, changes occurring after adoption will not require the 
Lee County Commission to re-adopt any further iterations of the plan. Subsequent plan updates following 
the approval period for this plan will require separate adoption resolutions.  

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this the ______ day of _________, ________.

  By: Lee County Commission Chairman, Jere Colley  

Signature/Title: ________________________________  

ATTEST:

By: ________________________________ (print name)  

Signature/Title ________________________________  


